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Hon Judith Collins KC MP, MINISTER OF DEFENCE 

MANDATE REVIEW OF THE NEW ZEALAND DEFENCE FORCE CONTRIBUTION 
TO MILITARY ACTION AGAINST HOUTHI TARGETS  

June 2024 

 

Information about making an Official Information Act request to the Ministry of 
Defence is available from this page. 

This publication provides documents on Cabinet’s June 2024 decision to extend the 

mandate of the NZDF deployment to the United States-led coalition conducting 
strikes on Houthi military targets by six months. 

This paper is available here: https://www.defence.govt.nz/publications/mandate-review-of-
the-new-zealand-defence-force-contribution-to-military-action-against-houthi-targets/  

 

The pack comprises: 

 the redacted Cabinet minute of decision: Mandate Review of the New Zealand 
Defence Force Contribution to Military Action Against Houthi Targets [FPS-24-

MIN-0016]  

 the redacted Cabinet paper: Mandate Review of the New Zealand Defence Force 
Contribution to Military Action Against Houthi Targets [FPS-24-SUB-0016]. 

Certain information is withheld, where the making available of the information would 
be likely to prejudice: 

 the security or defence of New Zealand or the international relations of the 
Government of New Zealand [section 6(a)] 

 the entrusting of information to the Government of New Zealand on a basis on 
confidence by the Government of any other country or any agency of such a 
Government [section 6(b)(i)] 

In addition, certain information has been withheld in order to: 

 maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and frank 
expression of opinions by or between or to Ministers of the Crown or members of 
an organisation or officers and employees of any department or organisation in 

the course of their duty [section 9(2)(g)(i)] 

 maintain legal professional privilege [section 9(2)(h)]. 

Where information is withheld pursuant to section 9(2), it is not considered that the 
public interest in this information outweighs the need to protect it. 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.defence.govt.nz/contact-us/official-information-act-requests/
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FPS-24-MIN-0016
9 noted that the total estimated cost is $0.715 million in Financial Year 2024/25;

10 noted that the cost in Financial Year 2024/25 can be funded within the current unallocated 
baseline for Vote Defence Force: Operations Contributing to New Zealand’s Security, 
Stability and Interests MCA;

11 noted that officials will message partners as soon as possible and make preparations ahead 
of a withdrawal by the conclusion of this mandate;

12 noted the financial implications as outlined in the paper under FPS-24-SUB-0016.

Janine Harvey
Committee Secretary

Present: Officials present from:
Rt Hon Christopher Luxon
Rt Hon Winston Peters (Chair)
Hon David Seymour 
Hon Nicola Willis 
Hon Judith Collins 
Hon Todd McClay

Office of the Prime Minister
Office of the Chair
Officials Committe  for FPS
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28. The following table provides financial estimates for the activities Cabinet has been 
asked to consider for Option 1. 
 $ million 
Vote Defence Force: Operations Contributing to 
New Zealand’s Security, Stability and Interests MCA 
Minister of Defence 

2024/25 2025/26 

Deploy six personnel for six months from 1 August 
2024 to 31 January 2025 plus surge capacity of one 
Staff Officer  

0.715 - 

Total 0.715 - 
29. This deployment is not declared to be ‘qualifying operational service’ under the 
Veterans Support Act 2014. There is no impact on the veterans’ support entitlement 
obligation. 
Option 2: Withdraw at the conclusion of the current mandate 

30. There are no financial implications associated with this option.  
Legal Considerations 
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