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CAB-18-MIN-0095 

 

Cabinet 

Minute of Decision 

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Report on Overseas Travel: Hon Ron Mark

Portfolio Defence

On 19 March 2018, Cabinet noted the report from Hon Ron Mark under CAB-18-SUB-0095 on his 
travel, from 27 November to 1 December 2017, to Antarctica at the invitation of the Chief 
Executive of Antarctica New Zealand to observe the work the New Zealand Defence Force does to 
support New Zealand’s strategic interests in Antarctica.

Michael Webster
Secretary of the Cabinet

Hard-copy distribution:
Prime Minister
Deputy Prime Minister
Hon Ron Mark
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Office of the Minister of Defence

Chair, Cabinet

TRAVEL REPORT:
HON RON MARK; ANTARCTICA 27 NOVEMBER – 1 DECEMBER 2017

Executive Summary

1. From 27 November to 1 December I travelled to Antarctica at the invitation of
the  Chief  Executive  of  Antarctica  New Zealand.  The  visit  was  an  opportunity  to
observe  first-hand  the  work  the  New  Zealand  Defence  Force  does  to  support
New Zealand’s strategic interests in Antarctica. I also took the opportunity to engage
with the head of the National Science Foundation at McMurdo Station, with Defence
Force personnel from the United States and to meet with New Zealand scientists at
Scott Base.

Background

2. Defence’s  key  role  in  relation  to  Antarctica  is  to  support  New  Zealand’s
science programme and civilian presence in the Ross Dependency. The NZDF also
contributes key assets to the Joint Logistics Pool Antarctica New Zealand operates
with  the United States and Italian Antarctic  programmes. Logistic  support  is  also
shared with South Korea on an as required basis. 

Meeting with New Zealand Defence Force Personnel

3. Throughout my visit I was accompanied by the New Zealand Defence Force
(NZDF) Senior National Officer who manages the NZDF presence in Antarctica over
the summer months. I had the opportunity to meet with Royal New Zealand Air Force
C-130 crews and logistics support personnel. The NZDF contributes significantly to
the Joint Logistics Pool through the deployment of: C-130s and the B757, support
teams based at Harewood Terminal in Christchurch and at Scott Base who provide
fuel  line  monitoring,  ship  offload  and  driver  support.  The  NZDF also  contributes
engineers to assist with construction, de-construction and general maintenance at
Scott Base as well as tasking for McMurdo. Operations in Antarctica currently form
the  NZDF’s  largest  mission,  with  up  to  220  operational  personnel  committed  to
supporting Antarctic operations over the summer months.

4. The NZDF’s support to Antarctica is not without its challenges. As an example,
the unpredictability caused by the weather means the C-130 is loaded to complete
capacity at take-off. These considerations will need to be built into future government
decisions around defence capability.

5. The robust training NZDF personnel receive throughout their careers make
them ideal candidates for the wide range of tasks required to support and maintain
New Zealand’s  basing  in  Antarctica.  A  number  of  New Zealand  personnel  in
Antarctica reiterated to me their appreciation for the support they receive from the
NZDF.
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Engagement with the National Science Foundation

6. I was hosted early in my visit by the United States Antarctic Program and met
with the Senior National Representative Margaret Knuth. This engagement provided
an insight into the work being undertaken by the National Science Foundation as well
as their engagement and partnership with the New Zealand Science Programme.
The discussion underlined the significance that New Zealand’s contributions to Joint
Logistics Pool play in supporting the United States Antarctic Program.  

Relationship with the United States

7. It  was  pleasing  to  see  the  depth  of  collaboration  and  resource  sharing
between New Zealand and the United States. A key example of this was the sharing
of power generated by the New Zealand built wind turbines with McMurdo Station.
This  collaboration  and  mutual  support  will  also  be  enhanced  when  the  NZDF’s
Replenishment Vessel Aotearoa comes online.

Williams Field visit

8. Noting New Zealand’s commitment to military flights to Antarctica and to the
Joint Logistics Pool more broadly, I took the opportunity to visit the United States
Antarctic  Program  airfield  –  Williams  Field.  Here  I  met  with  the  United  States
personnel  responsible  for  maintaining  and  operating  the  US LC-130  ski  enabled
Hercules.  I  also  met  with  a  NZDF  officer  deployed  to  support  logistics  and
maintenance  at  Williams  Field.  This  visit  further  demonstrated  the  value  that
New Zealand provides not only through our support at Harewood terminal, but also
through our Defence Force people. I was impressed to see the close collaboration
between United States and New Zealand Defence Force personnel play out on ‘the
ice’  where they were repairing United States’  aircraft  under incredibly challenging
conditions.

Science and environment overview

9. As part of the visit, I was given the opportunity to visit the McMurdo dry valleys
and hear about the insight this unique environment provides into microclimate zone
research. While I was not able to observe firsthand the science being conducted by
New  Zealanders,  I  did  spend  time  with  Antarctica  New Zealand’s  Acting  Chief
Science Adviser, Fiona Shanhun and other visiting scientists. I received a briefing on
the work being funded by the Deep South National Science Challenge to map snow
and sea ice thickness. This work is increasing our understanding of the influence of
ice shelves on sea ice formation and persistence.

10. While  I  was  immensely  impressed  by  the  research  and  science  being
conducted by New Zealand scientists, I was surprised by some of the basic logistical
and technological challenges they face. For example, there is very limited access to
broadband or Wi-Fi – making communication and access to information difficult. The
cramped living conditions on Scott  Base also pose challenges.  I  understand that
there is work underway to ameliorate these issues which I  am supportive of and
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which  I  would  agree  to  being  addressed  with  some  priority  –  especially  the
communication and connectivity issues.

Antarctica Culture and Heritage

11. Through the course of my visit I was extremely privileged to visit Discovery
Hut, Shackleton’s Hut at Cape Royds and Edmund Hillary’s hut at Scott Base. All
huts have been immaculately restored by dedicated and passionate New Zealanders
and the Antarctic Heritage Trust. I would like to highlight in particular the work by Al
Fastier and Lizzie Meek from the Antarctic Heritage Trust who have provided such an
outstanding level of expertise, passion and dedication to make each project a huge
success.

Antarctica – an increasingly contested space

12. My  visit  left  me  in  no  doubt  about  the  need  to  prioritise  and  invest  in
maintaining our strategic interests in Antarctica and the Southern Ocean. These are
ultimately ensuring peace and stability on our southern flank, and maintaining New
Zealand’s  territorial  claim  to  the  Ross  Dependency.  In  addition  to  these  wider
strategic  interests,  New  Zealand  also  has  important  environmental,  scientific,
conservation, reputational and economic interests to protect. 

13. I  can  see  over  the  next  ten  to  fifteen  years  that  we  will  face  increased
competition for influence and higher demand for access to Antarctica. This will see
New  Zealand  need  to  continue  advocating  for  the  protection  of  the  Antarctic
environment and its resources, and maintaining capabilities that enable us to support
our civilian presence on the ice, as well as that of our partners and to patrol protected
areas in the Southern Ocean.

Summary 

14. My  time  in  Antarctica  provided  good  insight  into  the  important  security,
economic,  environmental,  scientific  and  diplomatic  interests  New Zealand  has  in
Antarctica, and the issues that these interests will face over the coming decades. I
was particularly struck by the enormous amount of effort and resources dedicated to
New Zealand’s  Antarctica  Programme  and  by  the  NZDF.  This  includes  not  only
physical  assets  (C-130s  and  the  B757s)  but  also  a  large  number  of  personnel
deployed over the summer months to carry out key tasks to support the New Zealand
and  United  States  bases.  The  NZDF  support  also  extends  to  protecting
New Zealand’s strategic interests in the Southern Ocean, where we regularly deploy
Offshore Patrol  Vessels. This support to New Zealand’s Antarctic Programme will
continue to be a crucial enabler in underwriting our interests as well as maintaining
the  support  of  our  key  partners  –  particularly  the  United  States.  The  visit  also
highlighted the value of and need to invest in upgrading New Zealand’s infrastructure
at Scott Base. 
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Recommendations

15. I recommend that Cabinet:

Note this report.

Hon Ron Mark
Minister of Defence
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CAB-18-MIN-0092 

 

Cabinet 

Minute of Decision 

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Report on Overseas Travel: Hon Ron Mark 

Portfolio Defence

On 19 March 2018, Cabinet noted the report from Hon Ron Mark under CAB-18-SUB-0092 on his 
travel, from 6 to 18 February 2018 to:

1 the Middle East, to visit a number of New Zealand Defence Force operations; 

2 Rome, Italy to attend the Defeat ISIS Coalition Defence Ministers’ Meeting;

3 Brussels, Belgium to attend the inaugural Five Eyes Defence Ministers’ Meeting and World 
War One commemorative events.

Michael Webster
Secretary of the Cabinet

Hard-copy distribution:
Prime Minister
Deputy Prime Minister
Hon Ron Mark
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key supporters in the communities, including Sandy Evrard, the Mayor of Messines. 
I also participated in a Last Post Association, Menin Gate service in the evening and
attended a dinner for the Honorary Members of the New Zealand Order of Merit. 

25. The day culminated with a short but poignant Wreath Laying Ceremony at
Polygon  Wood  where  I  spoke  of  the  Division’s  wintering  over  in  that  area  in
1917/1918,  and on that  day,  to  remember Corporal  Percy Jory  of  the 1 st Otago
Battalion, who was the only Kiwi killed in action on 14 February 1918. This was a
very moving service, held at sunset, and included the participation of around 20 flag
bearers from local communities and patriotic associations.  The local, regional and
Federal  government  were  also  represented,  providing  me with  a  good  sense  of
extent of support for New Zealand across the complex community relationships in
Belgium 

Summary

26. The Middle East programme was an excellent cross-party opportunity
to  attain  insights  into  the  security  situations  in  Iraq  and  Afghanistan  in
advance  of  Cabinet  consideration  of  the  relevant  deployment  mandate
decisions,  to  assess the  effectiveness of  our  Defence contributions in  the
Middle East, and to hear first-hand the perspectives of the Governments of
Iraq, Afghanistan and the United Arab Emirates, and our military partners in
the  region.  It  was  also  an  opportunity  to  emphasise  the  new  coalition
Government’s  commitment  to  the  rules  based  international  order,  human
rights,  peace and prosperity  for  all.  It  also  gave a valuable  opportunity  to
introduce myself as Minister, and to assess their responses to key issues. 
 
27. The  Defeat  ISIS  Coalition   Defence  Ministers  meeting  in
Rome, chaired by the United States and Italy, 

  I  am deeply
grateful  to  have  had  the  opportunity  to  visit  the  battlefields  of  Flanders,
Belgium, to pay my respects to the fallen New Zealand heroes of World War
One, on behalf of this Government, the people of New Zealand, and the our
veterans community.

Recommendations

30.          I recommend that Cabinet:

Note this report.
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Hon Ron Mark

Minister of Defence

15 March 2018
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I
CAB-18-MIN-0096 

 

Cabinet 

Minute of Decision 

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Report on Overseas Travel: Hon Ron Mark

Portfolio Defence

On 19 March 2018, Cabinet noted the report from Hon Ron Mark under CAB-18-SUB-0096 on his 
travel, from 6 to 9 March 2018, to Papua New Guinea to meet with his counterpart and sign the 
Status of Forces Agreement between New Zealand and Papua New Guinea.

Michael Webster
Secretary of the Cabinet

Hard-copy distribution:
Prime Minister
Deputy Prime Minister
Hon Ron Mark

1 
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Recommendations

13. I recommend that Cabinet:

Note this report.

Hon Ron Mark

Minister of Defence
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I  
CAB-18-MIN-0196 

 

Cabinet 

Minute of Decision 

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Report on Overseas Travel: Hon Ron Mark

Portfolio Defence

On 7 May 2018, Cabinet noted the report from Hon Ron Mark under CAB-18-SUB-0196 on his 
travel, from 22 to 24 March 2018, to Fiji to represent New Zealand at the unveiling of the 
Commemorative Monument to No. 5 Squadron of the Royal New Zealand Air Force at the 
University of the South Pacific.

Michael Webster
Secretary of the Cabinet

Hard-copy distribution:
Prime Minister
Deputy Prime Minister
Hon Ron Mark
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CAB-18-MIN-0355 

 

Cabinet 

Minute of Decision 

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Report on Overseas Travel: Hon Ron Mark

Portfolio Defence

On 30 July 2018, Cabinet noted the report from Hon Ron Mark under CAB-18-SUB-0355 on his 
travel, from 31 May to 4 June 2018, to Singapore to attend the International Institute for Strategic 
Studies’ Shangri-La Dialogue.

Michael Webster
Secretary of the Cabinet

Hard-copy distribution:
Prime Minister
Deputy Prime Minister
Hon Ron Mark
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Office of the Minister of Defence

Chair, Cabinet

TRAVEL REPORT:

HON RON MARK; SHANGRI-LA DIALOGUE, SINGAPORE, 1 – 3 JUNE

Proposal

1. That Cabinet note the report  on attendance at the Shangri-La Dialogue in
Singapore from 1-3 June. 

Travel report

2. From 1 - 3 June I travelled to Singapore for the 17th Shangri-La Dialogue.
The  annual  Shangri-La  Dialogue  is  the  primary  platform  for  developing  and
discussing effective public policy on the security challenges facing the Asia-Pacific.
This  year’s  Dialogue  was  the  largest,  with  40  plus  ministers  in  attendance  and
representation from 51 nationalities.

3. New Zealand’s ongoing presence at this forum is valued and I am pleased to
note that New Zealand received several acknowledgments from our partners in their
formal  plenary speeches.  This  included Prime Minister Modi  who said there was
“fresh energy” in the India-New Zealand partnership; and from Secretary Mattis who
said  the  US was  revitalising  and  modernising  its  defence  partnership  with  New
Zealand.

4. Prominent  themes  discussed  at  the  Dialogue  included  the  Indo-Pacific
construct (referred to interchangeably as a grouping, region or strategy), the role of
ASEAN-centric organisations, developments in the South China Sea and the security
implications of climate change. A number of the themes discussed are reflected in
New Zealand’s Strategic Defence Policy Statement.

5. I also participated in a panel discussion on Managing Competition in Regional
Security  Cooperation.  My  remarks  centred  on  the  importance  of  inclusive  and
transparent cooperation. This included highlighting New Zealand’s Strategic Defence
Policy Statement;  New Zealand’s engagement in ASEAN-centric regional security
fora; and ‘future trends’ including climate change as now present realities the region
must address. I proposed a number of principals to help guide effective cooperation,
including: adherence to the international rules based order; championing areas of
niche expertise; and inclusivity.
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Minister of Defence
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CAB-18-MIN-0639 

 

Cabinet 

Minute of Decision 

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Report on Overseas Travel: Hon Ron Mark

Portfolios Defence / Veterans

On 17 December 2018, Cabinet noted the report from Hon Ron Mark under CAB-18-SUB-0639 on
his travel, from 18 to 22 October 2018, to:

1 Singapore, to attend the ASEAN Defence Ministers Meeting Plus;

2 Sydney, Australia, to attend the Five Eyes International Ministerial Conference on Veterans’
Issues and the Invictus Games.

Michael Webster
Secretary of the Cabinet

Hard-copy distribution:
Prime Minister
Deputy Prime Minister
Hon Ron Mark

1 
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Office of the Minister of Defence

Chair, Cabinet

TRAVEL REPORT:

HON RON MARK; SINGAPORE AND SYDNEY 18-22 OCTOBER

Proposal

1. That Cabinet note the report on attendance at the ASEAN Defence Ministers
Meeting Plus in Singapore and the Five Eyes International Ministerial Conference on
Veterans’ Issues and the Invictus Games in Sydney over 18 – 22 October. 

Travel report

ASEAN Defence Ministers Meeting Plus

2. From  18  –  20  October  I  travelled  to  Singapore  for  the  ASEAN  Defence
Ministers Meeting Plus (ADMM Plus). My Singapore programme included: bilateral
calls with counterparts; a gala dinner hosted by Singapore’s Defence Minister, Dr Ng
Eng Hen; the ADMM-Plus ministerial meeting itself and a heads of delegation lunch
hosted  by  Singapore’s  Acting  Prime  Minister/Deputy  Prime  Minister  and
Coordinating Minister for National Security, Mr Teo Chee Hean.

3. The recently  annualised ADMM Plus  is  an  important  forum for  discussing
regional security issues with counterparts in the Asia Pacific.  Our discussions at the
ADMM  Plus  plenary  session  focused  predominantly  on  counter-terrorism  and
confidence  building  measures.  Most  countries  used  their  intervention  as  an
opportunity to provide national perspectives on the regional security environment. My
own remarks focused on the value of confidence building measures and outlined
New Zealand’s approach to confidence building in the region (i.e. through developing
people to people links, practical engagement and mutual openness). I also took the
opportunity to introduce the Strategic Defence Policy Statement and to reiterate the
value that this Statement places on ASEAN-centric security forums.

4. Through the course of the plenary session, ASEAN and Plus Ministers agreed
to  the  release  of  two  joint  statements.  One  on  Practical  Confidence-Building
Measures and the other on Strengthening Counter-Terrorism Cooperation, Exploring
Collective  Application  of  World’s  First  Multilateral  Air  Guidelines  Across  18
Countries. 

5. In the margins of the ADMM Plus, I conducted introductory bilateral calls with
a number of counterparts including: Australia, Brunei, China, Republic of Korea and
Thailand.  During these discussions we traversed the respective bilateral  defence
relationships  and  I  took  the  opportunity  to  brief  counterparts  on  the  Strategic
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CAB-19-MIN-0083 

 

Cabinet 

Minute of Decision 

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Report on Overseas Travel: Hon Ron Mark

Portfolio Defence

On 25 March 2019, Cabinet noted the report from Hon Ron Mark under CAB-19-SUB-0083 on his 
travel, from 21 January to 1 February 2019 to United Arab Emirates, Egypt, Israel and South 
Sudan, to visit a number of New Zealand Defence Force deployments and to undertake bilateral 
meetings.

Michael Webster
Secretary of the Cabinet

Hard-copy distribution:
Prime Minister
Deputy Prime Minister
Hon Ron Mark
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