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HON JUDITH COLLINS KC, MINISTER OF DEFENCE 

MINISTERIAL OVERSEAS TRAVEL 16 TO 20 OCTOBER 2024 

January 2025  

 

This publication provides the Cabinet proposal and report back on Hon Judith Collins 
KC travel over the period 16 to 20 October 2024, to Brussels, Belgium for the NATO 
Defence Ministers' Meeting. 

 

The pack comprises the following documents: 

 the November 2024 Cabinet paper and associated minute of decision Report on 

Overseas Travel: Hon Judith Collins KC - October 2024 [CAB-24-MIN-0432]. 

 the September 2024 Cabinet paper and associated minute of decision Proposed 
Overseas Travel: Hon Judith Collins KC - October 2024 [CAB-24-MIN-0388]. 

 

This pack has been released on the Ministry of Defence website, available at: 
www.defence.govt.nz/publications/ministerial-overseas-travel-16-10-2024-to-20-10-
2024 

 

It has been necessary to withhold certain information in accordance with the following 

provisions of the Official Information Act 1982. Where information is withheld, the 
relevant sections of the Act are indicated in the body of the document. Where 
information has been withheld in accordance with section 9(2) of the Act, no public 
interest has been identified that would outweigh the reasons for withholding it. 

Information is withheld where making it available would be likely to prejudice: 

 the security or defence of New Zealand or the international relations of the 
Government of New Zealand [section 6(a)] 

 the entrusting of information to the Government of New Zealand on a basis of 
confidence by the Government of any other country [section 6(b)(i)]. 

Information is also withheld in order to: 

 protect the privacy of natural persons [section 9(2)(a)] 

 maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and frank 

expression of opinions by or between or to Ministers of the Crown or members of 
an organisation or officers and employees of any department or organisation in 
the course of their duty [section 9(2)(g)(i)]. 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://www.defence.govt.nz/publications/ministerial-overseas-travel-16-10-2024-to-20-10-2024
http://www.defence.govt.nz/publications/ministerial-overseas-travel-16-10-2024-to-20-10-2024


CAB-24-MIN-0388

Cabinet

Minute of Decision
This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Proposed Overseas Travel: Hon Judith Collins KC - October 2024

Portfolio Defence

On 30 September 2024, Cabinet:

1 authorised the absence of Hon Judith Collins KC from New Zealand, subject to leave from 
Parliament being secured, from 16 to 20 October 2024, to travel to Brussels, Belgium for the
NATO Defence Ministers’ Meeting;

2 agreed that she be accompanied by two staff members, one of whose costs will be met by 
the Ministry of Defence;

3 approved the estimated expenditure of up to $54,921 for the travel expenses of the 
ministerial party as a charge to Vote Internal Affairs (Members of the Executive – Travel);

4 noted that she will also be accompanied by a delegation from the Ministry of Defence and 
the New Zealand Defence Force, whose costs will be met by their agencies;

5 agreed that in her absence:

5.1 Hon Paul Goldsmith act as Attorney-General, Minister Responsible for the GCSB 
and Minister Responsible for the NZSIS;

5.2 Hon Chris Penk act as Minister of Defence and Lead Coordination Minister for the 
Government’s Response to the Royal Commission’s Report into the Terrorist Attack 
on the Christchurch Mosques;

5.3 Hon Andrew Bayly act as Minister for Digitising Government;

5.4 Hon Simon Watts act as Minister of Science, Innovation and Technology and 
Minister for Space;

6 noted that leave from Parliament has been sought.

Rachel Hayward
Secretary of the Cabinet
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8 I would be accompanied by one member of staff from my Office (travel costs
met by Vote Internal Affairs:  Members of the Executive – Travel),  and my
Defence Private Secretary (travel costs met by Vote Defence).   

9 A delegation from the  Ministry  of  Defence and the  New Zealand Defence
Force would also accompany me at departmental cost. 

Travel Costs

10 The estimated costs of the travel (including my staff members travel) are:

Airfares: $48,306.00

Accommodation: $900.00

Meals $300.00

Surface travel $2500.00

Gifts $300.00

Contingency (10%) $2615.30

Total: $54,921.30 

Acting Ministers

11 In my absence, Acting Ministers in my portfolios will be: 

11.1.1 Attorney-General: Hon Paul Goldsmith 

11.1.2 Defence: Hon Chris Penk 

11.1.3 Digitising Government: Hon Andrew Bayly

11.1.4 GCSB: Hon Paul Goldsmith 

11.1.5 NZSIS: Hon Paul Goldsmith 

11.1.6 Science, Innovation and Technology: Hon Simon Watts 

11.1.7 Space: Hon Simon Watts 

11.1.8 Government’s Response to the Royal Commission’s Report 
into the Terrorist Attack on the Christchurch Mosques: Hon 
Chris Penk

Proactive release

12 This paper will be proactively released on the Ministry of Defence’s website. 
Proactive release is subject to redactions as appropriate under the Official 
Information Act 1982.  

Recommendations 
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I recommend that Cabinet:

1 authorise my absence from New Zealand, subject to leave from Parliament 
being secured, from approximately 16-20 October, to travel to Brussels, 
Belgium for the NATO Defence Ministers’ Meeting; 

2 note that leave from Parliament has been sought from the Party Whip; 

3 agree that I be accompanied by two members of staff from my office; 

4 note that I will be accompanied by a delegation from the Ministry of Defence 
and the New Zealand Defence Force, whose costs will be met by 
departmental budgets; 

5 approve the estimated expenditure of $54,921.30 for my travel expenses and
a member of staff from my office, as a charge to Vote: Internal Affairs 
[Members of the Executive – Travel]; 

6 agree that in my absence, Acting Ministers in my portfolios will be: 

6.1 Attorney-General: Hon Paul Goldsmith 

6.2 Defence: Hon Chris Penk 

6.3 Digitising Government: Hon Andrew Bayly

6.4 GCSB: Hon Paul Goldsmith 

6.5 NZSIS: Hon Paul Goldsmith 

6.6 Science, Innovation and Technology: Hon Simon Watts 

6.7 Space: Hon Simon Watts 

6.8 Government’s Response to the Royal Commission’s Report into the 
Terrorist Attack on the Christchurch Mosques: Hon Chris Penk

7 note that this Cabinet paper will be proactively released following return to 
New Zealand by the Ministry of Defence. 

Authorised for lodgement

Hon Judith Collins KC 

Minister of Defence 
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CAB-24-MIN-0432

Cabinet

Minute of Decision
This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Report on Overseas Travel: Hon Judith Collins KC - October 2024

Portfolios Defence / GCSB / Science, Innovation and Technology

On 11 November 2024, Cabinet noted the report from Hon Judith Collins KC under CAB-24-SUB-
0432 on her travel, from 14 to 20 October 2024, to:

1 Singapore to attend the Singapore International Cyber Week and the ASEAN Ministerial 
Conference on Cybersecurity Special Session;

2 Brussels, Belgium to attend the NATO Defence Ministers’ Meeting.

Rachel Hayward
Secretary of the Cabinet
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Hon Judith Collins KC

Minister of Defence
Minister Responsible for the GCSB
Minister of Science, Innovation and Technology
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