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HON RON MARK, MINISTER OF DEFENCE 

Ministerial Overseas Travel: 30-06-2019 to 05-07-2019 – Release of Cabinet 
Documents  

October 2019 

 

This publication provides Cabinet documents regarding the proposal, and the report for Hon 
Ron Mark on his travel, from 30 June to 5 July 2019, to China for Defence related meetings.  

 

The pack comprises the following documents: 

 the June 2019 Cabinet minute of decision: Proposed Overseas Travel: Hon Ron Mark 

[CAB-19-MIN-0298]  

 the associated Cabinet paper: Proposed Overseas Travel: Hon Ron Mark: China – 30 
June to 5 July 2019 [CAB-19-SUB-0298] 

 the August 2019 Cabinet minute of decision: Report on Overseas Travel: Hon Ron Mark 

[CAB-19-MIN-0393] 

 the associated Cabinet paper: Travel Report: Hon Ron Mark; China 30 Jun – 5 Jul 2019 
[CAB-19-SUB-0393]. 

 

This pack has been released on the Ministry of Defence website, available at: 
www.defence.govt.nz/publications. 

 

 

It has been necessary to withhold certain information in accordance with the following provisions of the 
Official Information Act 1982. Where information is withheld, the relevant sections of the Act are 
indicated in the body of the document.  

Information is withheld where making it available would be likely to prejudice: 

 the security or defence of New Zealand or the international relations of the Government of New 
Zealand [section 6(a)] 

 the entrusting of information to the Government of New Zealand on the basis of confidence by the 
Government of any other country [section 6(b)(i)]. 

 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://www.defence.govt.nz/publications
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Office of the Minister of Defence 

Chair 

Cabinet 

 

PROPOSED OVERSEAS TRAVEL: HON RON MARK: China – 30 June to 5 July 

2019  

Proposal 

1. I seek Cabinet approval to travel to China for a counterpart visit in my capacity 

as the Minister of Defence. 

 

2.  

 

 High level visits are an important pillar of the 

bilateral relationship, and my visit will provide an opportunity to build a 

relationship with my counterpart, Minister of National Defence Wei Fenghe. 

Minister Wei invited me to visit China during our bilateral meeting at last year’s 

ASEAN Defence Ministers Meeting – Plus, and again at this year’s Shangri-La 

Dialogue. 

 

3. In addition to meeting with General Wei, I also propose to meet with the Vice 

Chairman of the Central Military Commission, General Zhang Youxia. China is 

organising a visit to a regional command, probably Xian. 

 

4. Overall, the visit would enable me to deepen my understanding of China and 

will provide an opportunity for Minister Wei and me to sign the Memorandum on 

Defence Cooperation. 

 

5. I will be away from New Zealand from Sunday 30 June until Friday 5 July 2019. 

 

6. The Prime Minister has approved the travel in principle. The travel will occur 

over a recess week.  

 

7. Travel will be via commercial transport. 

 

Delegation Details 

 

8. I propose to travel with one staff member from my office, and will be 

accompanied by officials from the Ministry of Defence and the New Zealand 

Defence Force. 
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Estimated Costs 

9. Indicative costs for this travel are:  

Minister of Defence and one staff  

Airfares and Taxes      $ 13 711 

Accommodation, meals, transport   $ 0 

Receptions/hospitality, gifts     $ 1500 

Contingency (@5%)     $ 526 

 

Total       $15 737 

 

Acting Ministers 

10. The Rt Hon Winston Peters has agreed to act in the Defence and Veterans’ 

portfolios. 

Proactive Release 

11. This paper will be proactively released following my travel. 

Recommendations 

12. The Minister of Defence recommends that Cabinet: 

 

a) authorise his absence from New Zealand from 30 June to 5 July 2019 to 

travel to China for counterpart meetings Shangri-La Dialogue;    

 

b) agree that the Minister be accompanied by one member of his office staff;  

 

c) approve the expenditure of $15 737 for the travel expenses of the 

Minister and one staff member as a charge to Vote Internal Affairs: 

Members of the Executive – Travel; and 

 

d) agree that in his absence the Rt Hon Winston Peters will act in the 

Defence and Veterans’ portfolios. 

Authorised for lodgement 

 

 

 

Hon Ron Mark 

Minister of Defence 
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