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HON JUDITH COLLINS KC, MINISTER OF DEFENCE 

MINISTERIAL OVERSEAS TRAVEL (1 JULY - 3 JULY 2024)  

December 2024  

 

This publication provides the Cabinet proposal and report back on Hon Judith Collins 
KC overseas travel to Tonga to attend the opening of the Pacific Leader 
Development Centre at His Majesty’s Armed Forces Masefield Naval Base, 
Nuku’alofa.  

 

The pack comprises the following documents: 

 the June 2024 Cabinet paper and associated minute Proposed Overseas Travel: 
Hon Judith Collins KC – July 2024 [CAB-24-SUB-0210 and CAB-24-MIN-0210]  

 the August 2024 Cabinet paper and associated minute Report on Overseas 

Travel: Hon Judith Collins KC – July 2024 [CAB-24-SUB-0317 and CAB-24-MIN-
0317]  

 

This pack has been released on the Ministry of Defence website, available at: 
www.defence.govt.nz/publications/ministerial-overseas-travel-01-07-2024-to-03-07-
2024  

 

It has been necessary to withhold certain information in accordance with the following 
provisions of the Official Information Act 1982. Where information is withheld, the 
relevant sections of the Act are indicated in the body of the document. Where 

information has been withheld in accordance with section 9(2) of the Act, no public 
interest has been identified that would outweigh the reasons for withholding it.  

Information is withheld where making it available would be likely to prejudice: 

 the security or defence of New Zealand or the international relations of the 
Government of New Zealand [section 6(a)] and 

 the entrusting of information to the Government of New Zealand on the basis of 
confidence by the Government of any other country [section 6(b)(i)] 

In addition, certain information has been withheld in order to:  

 maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and frank 
expression of opinions [section 9(2)(g)(i)]. 
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CAB-24-MIN-0210

Cabinet

Minute of Decision
This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Proposed Overseas Travel: Hon Judith Collins KC – July 2024

Portfolio Defence

On 10 June 2024, Cabinet:

1 authorised the absence of Hon Judith Collins KC from New Zealand, from 1 to 3 July 
2024, to travel to Nuku’alofa, the Kingdom of Tonga, to attend the opening of the Pacific 
Leader Development Centre at His Majesty’s Armed Forces Masefield Naval Base; 

2 agreed that she be accompanied by two staff members, one of whose costs will be met by 
the New Zealand Defence Force;

3 approved the estimated expenditure of up to $7,205 for the travel expenses of the 
Ministerial party as a charge to Vote Internal Affairs (Members of the Executive – Travel);

4 noted that she will also be accompanied by a delegation from the Ministry of Defence and 
the New Zealand Defence Force, whose costs will be met by their respective agencies;

5 agreed that in her absence: 

5.1 Hon Paul Goldsmith act as Attorney General, Minister Responsible for the GCSB 
and Minister Responsible for the NZSIS;

5.2 Hon Chris Penk act as Minister of Defence and Lead Coordination Minister for the 
Government’s Response to the Royal Commission’s Report into the Terrorist Attack 
on the Christchurch Mosques;

5.3 Hon Simon Watts act as Minister for Digitising Government;

5.4 Hon Simon Watts act as Minister of Science, Innovation and Technology and 
Minister for Space;

6 noted that the House is not sitting during her absence.

Rachel Hayward
Secretary of the Cabinet
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7 Pending Cabinet approval, I plan to depart New Zealand for  Nuku’alofa on
Monday  1  of  July  2024  and  arrive  in  New  Zealand  from  Nuku’alofa on
Wednesday the 3 July 2024. 

Ministerial Party

8 I propose to travel with two staff members from my office, whose travel will be
funded by Vote: Internal Affairs (Members of the Executive – Travel) and the
New Zealand Defence Force.

9 A delegation from the Ministry of Defence and the New Zealand Defence 
Force would also accompany me at departmental cost. 

Travel Costs

10 Indicative travel costs for my travel are: 

Airfares: $3,400

Accommodation, meals, domestic transport: $3,150

Contingency (10%):            $655

Total: $ (rounded up to nearest $): $7,205

Acting Ministers

11 In my absence, Acting Ministers in my portfolios will be:

Attorney-General: Hon Paul Goldsmith

Defence: Hon Chris Penk

Digitising Government: Hon Andrew Bayly

GCSB: Hon Paul Goldsmith

NZSIS: Hon Paul Goldsmith 

Science, Innovation and Technology: Hon Simon Watts

Space: Hon Simon Watts

Government’s  Response  to  the  Royal  Commission’s  Report  into  the
Terrorist Attack on the Christchurch Mosques: Hon Chris Penk

Proactive release

12 I propose to proactively release this Cabinet paper on the Ministry of Defence
website. Proactive release is subject to redactions as appropriate under the
Official Information Act 1982.
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Recommendations 

1 I recommend that Cabinet:

1.1 authorise my absence from New Zealand from Monday 1 July 2024 to
Saturday 3 July 2024 to travel  the  Kingdom of Tonga to attend the
opening of the Pacific Leader Development Centre (Leadership Centre)
at  His  Majesty’s  Armed  Forces  (HMAF)  Masefield  Naval  Base,
Nuku’alofa. 

1.2 agree that I be accompanied by two members of staff, one of whom
will be funded from Vote: Internal Affairs [Members of the Executive –
Travel] and the other funded from the New Zealand Defence Force.

1.3 approve the estimated expenditure of $7,205 for the travel expenses
of the Ministerial party, as a charge to Vote: Internal Affairs [Members
of the Executive – Travel]; 

1.4 agree that in my absence: 

1.4.1 Hon Paul Goldsmith will be Acting Attorney General

1.4.2 Hon Chris Penk will be Acting Minister of Defence

1.4.3 Hon  Andrew  Bayly will  be  Acting  Minister  for  Digitising
Government

1.4.4 Hon Paul Goldsmith will  be Acting Minister Responsible for
the GCSB

1.4.5 Hon Paul Goldsmith will  be Acting Minister Responsible for
the NZSIS

1.4.6 Hon  Simon  Watts will  be  Acting  Minister  of  Science,
Innovation and Technology

1.4.7 Hon Simon Watts will be Acting Minister for Space

1.4.8 Hon Chris Penk will be Acting Lead Coordination Minister for
the  Government’s  Response  to  the  Royal  Commission’s
Report into the Terrorist Attack on the Christchurch Mosques

1.5 note that the House is not sitting during my absence.

Authorised for lodgement

Hon Judith Collins KC MP

Minister of Defence
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CAB-24-MIN-0317

Cabinet

Minute of Decision
This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Report on Overseas Travel: Hon Judith Collins KC – July 2024

Portfolio Defence

On 26 August 2024, Cabinet noted the report from Hon Judith Collins KC under 
CAB-24-SUB-0317 on her travel, from 1 to 3 July 2024, to Nuku’alofa, the Kingdom of Tonga 
to attend the opening of the Pacific Leader Development Centre at His Majesty’s Armed Forces 
Masefield Naval Base.

Rachel Hayward
Secretary of the Cabinet
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