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HON JUDITH COLLINS KC, MINISTER OF DEFENCE 

MINISTERIAL OVERSEAS TRAVEL 14 MAY TO 24 MAY 2024 

December 2024 

 

This publication provides the Cabinet proposal and report back on Hon Judith Collins 
KC travel to Italy for the 80th Anniversary of the Cassino battle and to the United 
Kingdom for bilateral meetings and to visit New Zealand Defence Force personnel at 
the UK-led Operation INTERFLEX.  

 

The pack comprises the following documents: 

 the April 2024 Cabinet paper and associated minute Proposed Overseas Travel: 
Hon Judith Collins KC – May 2024 [CAB-24-SUB-0105 and CAB-24-MIN-0105]  

 the July 2024 Cabinet paper and associated minute Report on Overseas Travel: 
Hon Judith Collins KC – May 2024 [CAB-24-SUB-0249 and CAB-24-MIN-0249]  

 

This pack has been released on the Ministry of Defence website, available at: 
www.defence.govt.nz/publications/ministerial-overseas-travel-14-05-2024-to-24-05-
2024  

 

It has been necessary to withhold certain information in accordance with the following 

provisions of the Official Information Act 1982. Where information is withheld, the 
relevant sections of the Act are indicated in the body of the document. Where 
information has been withheld in accordance with section 9(2) of the Act, no public 
interest has been identified that would outweigh the reasons for withholding it.  

Information is withheld where making it available would be likely to prejudice: 

 the security or defence of New Zealand or the international relations of the 
Government of New Zealand [section 6(a)] and  

 the entrusting of information to the Government of New Zealand on the basis of 
confidence by the Government of any other country [section 6(b)(i)] 

Information is also withheld in order to: 

 maintain the constitutional conventions for the time being which protect the 
confidentiality of advice tendered by Ministers of the Crown and officials [section 

9(2)(f)(iv)] 

 maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and frank 

expression of opinions by or between or to Ministers of the Crown or members of 
an organisation or officers and employees of any department or organisation in 
the course of their duty [section 9(2)(g)(i)] 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://www.defence.govt.nz/publications/ministerial-overseas-travel-14-05-2024-to-24-05-2024
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CAB-24-MIN-0105

Cabinet

Minute of Decision
This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Proposed Overseas Travel: Hon Judith Collins - May 2024 

Portfolio Defence

On 2 April 2024, Cabinet:

1 authorised the absence of Hon Judith Collins from New Zealand, subject to leave from 
Parliament being secured, from 14 to 24 May 2024 to travel to:

1.1 Italy to attend the 80th Anniversary of the Cassino battles;

1.2 the United Kingdom for bilateral meetings and to visit New Zealand Defence Force 
personnel at the UK-led Operation INTERFLEX; 

1.3

2 agreed that she be accompanied by two members of staff, one of whose travel costs will be 
met from Vote Defence;

3 approved the estimated expenditure of up to $59,334.00 for the travel expenses of the 
ministerial party, as a charge to Vote Internal Affairs (Members of the Executive – Travel);

4 agreed that in her absence:

4.1 Hon Chris Penk act as Attorney-General, Minister of Defence, and Lead 
Coordination Minister for the Government’s Response to the Royal Commission’s 
Report into the Terrorist Attack on the Christchurch Mosques;

4.2 Hon Melissa Lee act as Minister for Digitising Government;

4.3 Hon Andrew Bayly act as Minister Responsible for the GCSB, Minister Responsible 
for the NZSIS, Minister of Science, Innovation and Technology and Minister for 
Space;

5 noted that leave from Parliament has been sought.

Rachel Hayward
Secretary of the Cabinet
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Office of the Minister of Defence

Chair, Cabinet

Proposed Overseas Travel: Hon Judith Collins

1 I seek Cabinet approval to travel to the United Kingdom (UK), Italy  
 The purpose of the travel is to attend the 80th anniversary of the 

Cassino battles in Italy, and to undertake bilateral engagement in the UK  
 

2 The Prime Minister has approved the travel in-principle. Leave from 
Parliament has been sought. 

Purpose of Travel

Travel to the Italy 

3 The purpose of my travel to Italy is to attend the 80th anniversary of the 
Cassino battles alongside counterparts from Europe. 

4 The battle for Cassino in early 1944 was one of the most costly engagements 
involving New Zealand forces in the Second World War. The 28th Māori 
Battalion and the 2nd New Zealand division were involved in several battles of 
Monte Cassino. The New Zealand Forces suffered 1,600 casualties.

5 As it is the 80th anniversary, there will be a large number of New Zealanders 
travelling to Cassino for the occasion. Further, a senior New Zealand Defence
Force (NZDF) officer will lead a contingent of 26 which will include a band and
cultural and events staff.

6 While in Italy, I will seek a call as a courtesy on the Italian Minister of Defence,
and a call on Director-General of the Multinational Force and Observers 
(MFO) peacekeeping operation. New Zealand has deployed personnel to the 
MFO operation, located in Egypt and Sinai, since its establishment in 1982. 

Travel to the UK 

7 While in Europe, I will undertake a bilateral visit to the UK. The UK is one of 
New Zealand’s key security, defence and intelligence partners, and a bilateral 
visit will provide an opportunity to reinforce the importance and value of our 
close security relationship.

8 In the UK, I will meet with Secretary of State for Defence Grant Shapps. This 
will provide the opportunity to share defence priorities and discuss security 
challenges of mutual concern. I will highlight our shared interest in supporting 
the international rules based system as demonstrated by New Zealand’s 
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16

17

18

Ministerial Party

19 I propose to be accompanied by the Minister’s Senior Private Secretary 
(charged to Vote Internal Affairs: Members of the Executive – Travel), and 
NZDF Private Secretary (Travel costs will be met by Vote Defence).

Travel Costs

20 Indicative travel costs for my travel are:

Airfares:  $43,040.00

Accommodation, meals, transport: $10,900.00

Contingency (@10%):                    $5,394.00

Total:                                             $59,334.00

Acting Ministers

21 In my absence, Acting Ministers in my portfolios will be:

Attorney-General: Hon Chris Penk

Defence: Hon Chris Penk

Digitising Government: Hon Melissa Lee

GCSB: Hon Andrew Bayly

NZSIS: Hon Andrew Bayly

Science, Innovation and Technology: Hon Andrew Bayly
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Space: Hon Andrew Bayly

Government’s Response to the Royal Commission’s Report into the 
Terrorist Attack on the Christchurch Mosques: Hon Chris Penk

Proactive release

22 This paper will be proactively released on the Ministry of Defence’s website. 
Proactive release is subject to redactions as appropriate under the Official 
Information Act 1982.

Recommendations

23 I recommend that Cabinet:

authorise my absence from New Zealand from 14 to 24 May to travel to the 
UK, Italy, ;

agree that I be accompanied by one member of staff, who will be funded by 
the Ministry of Internal Affair;

approve the estimated expenditure of $59,334.00 for the travel expenses of 
the Ministerial party, as a charge to Vote: Internal Affairs [Members of 
the Executive – Travel];

note that I will be accompanied by officials from the New Zealand Defence 
Force whose travel costs will be met by their departments;

agree that in my absence:

23.5.1 Hon Chris Penk will be Acting Attorney General;

23.5.2 Hon Chris Penk will be Acting Minister of Defence;

23.5.3 Hon Melissa Lee will be Acting Minister for Digitising 
Government

23.5.4 Hon Andrew Bayly will be Acting Minister Responsible for the 
GCSB

23.5.5 Hon Andrew Bayly will be Acting Minister Responsible for the 
NZSIS

23.5.6 Hon Andrew Bayly will be Acting Minister of Science, 
Innovation and Technology

23.5.7 Hon Andrew Bayly will be Acting Minister for Space

note that leave from Parliament has been sought.

Authorised for lodgement
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Hon Judith Collins KC MP

Minister of Defence
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CAB-24-MIN-0249

Cabinet

Minute of Decision
This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Report on Overseas Travel:  Hon Judith Collins KC – May 2024

Portfolio Defence

On 8 July 2024, Cabinet noted the report attached to CAB-24-SUB-0249 on her travel, from 14 to 
22 May 2024, to the United Kingdom and Italy, to attend Ministerial meetings and 80th anniversary 
commemorations of the battles of Cassino.

Rachel Hayward
Secretary of the Cabinet
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