
 

 
 
9 September 2025 
 

RESPONSE TO YOUR OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT REQUEST 

Thank you for your email of 24 August 2025, in which you requested, pursuant to the Official 
Information Act 1982 (the Act), the following information: 

I wish to request all policy/diplomatic documents relating to New Zealand’s 
involvement in the: 

- ‘Malay Emergency’ and the  

- ‘Confrontation’ between Indonesia and Malaysia.  

In particular, I am after cabinet papers on the conflicts, Military discussion with other 
nations, as well as (secret and public) diplomatic correspondence discussing the 
conflicts.  

The Ministry of Defence (the Ministry) is a civilian agency that is responsible for the 
development of defence policy, international defence engagements, and the delivery of major 
capability projects. We are a separate agency to the New Zealand Defence Force (NZDF), 
who is responsible for the three military services and their associated outputs. 

The Ministry has not identified any information we hold that is relevant to your request. 
Therefore, your request has been declined pursuant to section 18(g)(i) of the Act, that the 
information requested is not held by the department, or the Minister of the Crown or 
organisation and that the person dealing with the request has no grounds to believe that the 
information is held by another department, or Minister of the Crown or organisation. 

For context, the public service and defence reforms of the late 1980s affected how records 
from that period were managed. The Defence Act 1990 separated the former Ministry into 
the two current agencies – the NZDF and the current Ministry, with records allocated 
according to the functions assigned under the Act.  

We consider it likely that information on this topic from this time is now held by Archives New 
Zealand. Using their online search tool, the following archives may be relevant to your 
enquiry on the ‘Malaya Emergency’ and the ‘Confrontation’ between Indonesia and Malaysia. 
Please note, this is not an exhaustive list. 






